 WINKY'S WEEKEND or MALLACOOTA IN MAY 

The response to Dave Winkworth's "Okay I get the Hint - I'll Run a Trip" was huge, with approximately forty VSKC members prepared to take on a 1000 km road trip, albeit probably tempted by Dave's promise to provide and cook the main meal on the Saturday night.

 

As the steadily arriving paddlers settled down to a pub tea last Friday night at Mallacoota, the talk turned to the weather forecast and what trips may be feasible over the weekend. Two obvious and challenging blue water paddles eventuated, Gabo Island to the East of the Mallacoota River bar & Shipwreck Creek some 13 km to the West. Both paddles were looking possible under the fortuitous gaze of a relatively benign forecast, unusual for this part of the Victorian coast.

 

Given the ungraded status of the weekend by the promise of "There'll be a paddle for everyone", a lower lakes system paddle was also on offer for the following day.

 

Late arrivers continued to trickle into Mallacoota Foreshore Caravan Park throughout the night including Canberra & NSWSKC member Arunas.

 

Saturday early risers were greeted with a magnificent dawn view as the sun rose over the lake, enhancing what was already a great view from our elevated campsites adjacent to the lakeside camp kitchen which Dave Winkworth had pre-booked e.g. taken possession off!

 

The forecast for the day confirmed the trips on offer with a Terry Barry led Shipwreck Creek plus a lakes paddle under the leadership of Dave Winkworth, Neil & Raia. Soon the sign-up sheets were completed & everyone headed off for the day on the water. Exceptions to this were Sue Winkworth and a couple of the other ladies who had chartered a light plane to take them to Gabo Island for a sightseeing tour of the lighthouse.

 

Not surprisingly the day was a great success with everyone declaring themselves happy with their choice of journey. The lakes pod reported many highlights including finding the elusive secret creek that Dave had tried to locate on earlier occasions, as well as the delight of sea eagles in flight, plus the incredible photo opportunities afforded by the still unruffled waters of the lake. VSKC paddlers were delighted to be joined by club past-president Peter Provis who quickly slipped into trainer mode with his much appreciated hints and tips for the less experienced paddlers.

 

Mallacoota River bar has a fearsome reputation and a number of those who had signed up for the Shipwreck Creek paddle were "bar virgins"! Fortuitously all emerged on the seaward side relatively unscathed albeit with a good drenching just to remind paddlers who really was running things around here.

 

This pod reportedly enjoyed a day challenging themselves and each other by tackling bigger and noisier rock gardens along the wonderful coastline that marks the route to Shipwreck Creek. Other highlights for this group included dolphin and seal sightings plus the popular option of playing broadside on in the breaking wave zone of the shoreline.

 

Back in camp at the end of the day "Happy Hour" commenced in earnest with everyone wondering how Dave & Sue were going to produce dinner for forty hungry paddlers! It soon became apparent however that this was not the first time they had done this. The camp ovens warmed by heat beads were well underway & just awaited loading with the selected meat and vegetables planned for the main course.

 

Varieties of exotic salads & deserts began to appear as the paddling masses tested each others epicurean skills in response to Winky's call for everyone to "bring a salad"! As the camp kitchen tables groaned under the weight of food everyone tucked into a wonderful meal of roast chicken and every combination of salads & veggies imaginable.

 

In appropriate vice-presidential style, Derek Wilson rose to propose a vote of thanks to Dave & Sue on behalf of everyone present. Derek drew special attention to the presence of past-president Peter Provis as many of the newer club members present would not have had the opportunity to meet him before.

 

Soon afterwards many "non-fattening, cholesterol free" desserts began to emerge as the paddler's version of "MasterChef" took off in earnest. The god Bacchus was appropriately recognized on many occasions however an offer of a Drambui nightcap was viewed with some suspicion by those wishing to spend Sunday paddling rather then recovering from a mixture of the grain & the grape!

 

Sunday's weather pattern emerged with the promise of providing a great day to undertake the open-water journey to the iconic Gabo Island & eventually three options for the day were available for sign-up:

 

1. A Dave Winkworth led trip to Gabo Island which also afforded an opportunity to inspect the lighthouse.

2. A Bill Zombor led Lakes paddle and

3. A Terry Barry inspired sea skills session based at Bastion Point

 A sensational day on the water in glorious summer-like conditions saw everyone return to the camp delighted with the experiences of the day.

 

The unavoidable need to work the following day significantly thinned the ranks of those fronting up to the camp kitchen on Sunday night. Needless to say however the chicken & salads plus desserts were hit hard second time around & a great night was had.

 

Whilst everyone recognised that the weather gods had smiled upon our weekend, the vote was unanimous for a repeat performance in 2011. Well done Dave & Sue Winkworth.

 

David Golightly
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